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For all SPE GCS topical luncheons and social activities, 
please register online at www.spegcs.org. You must provide 
your SPE member number to receive member prices.  Guests 
who have not made a reservation online will be charged an 
additional amount at the door. Walk-ins are not guaranteed 
admittance.

•	Reservations and cancellations required for all events.
•	No-shows will be billed.
•	Walk-ins will be charged extra.

Mastercard, Visa, American Express, Discover, and Diner’s 
Club are accepted for advance reservations only  The technical 
and other opinions expressed by speakers at the Gulf Coast 
Section meetings may not have been reviewed by SPE and 
do not necessarily reflect the position of SPE, the Gulf Coast 
Section, its officers, or members. The only forum for rebuttal 
and discussion is during the meeting.

Advertising

Change of Address

For  information on advertising in this newsletter or 
on the SPE GCS web site at www.spegcs.org, please 
contact Pat Stone, Star Lite Printing, at (281) 530-9711, 
starlite1@sbcglobal.net or rstone51@comcast.net.
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Society of Petroleum Engineers
Member Services Dept.
P.O. Box 833836
Richardson,  Texas  75083-3836

1-800-456-6863
service@spe.org

The month of May is a time of the year when 
the Gulf Coast section acknowledges and 
celebrates the contributions of many of our 
volunteers.  A benefit of volunteerism within 
the SPE GCS is the opportunity to build and 
strengthen your reputation by increasing 
the level of respect from others.  It’s been 
said that the key to a good reputation is 
character, and that a person’s character is 
like a fence, it cannot be strengthened with 
paint.  Earning the respect of others is 
found through integrity, humility, dependability, priority living, 
generosity, and spirituality.  Integrity is a cornerstone of the 
foundation of respect.  Respectable people do not tell lies.  In 
regards to humility, it’s been said to be humble or you’ll stumble 
and anyone who listens to correction is to be respected.  Don’t 
brag; remember that it isn’t the whistle that pulls the train.  Respect 
is also earned through dependability, which is the greatest ability 
of all.  Being dependable means being there because you gave 
your word.  The challenge occurs  in the defining moments when 
it isn’t necessarily convenient to spend time doing what you 
promised to do. In regard to priority living, respect comes from 
setting and working on goals that are worthy and good.   Respect 
is also earned through generosity.  Givers make the difference, 
and we should do our giving while we are living.  Lastly, respect 
is earned through spirituality.  Put God first, and know that good 
people will be remembered as a blessing.  Remember that life is 
a journey and that earning the respect of others occurs day by 
day, moment by moment, along this path.  Know that the resulting 
optimism spawned through growing your respect is more than just 
an attitude.  As Andy Greenberg has stated,  “It’s a self-fulfilling 
prophecy.”

Please join me on Tuesday, May 17th at the Gulf Coast Section 
Awards Banquet where Steve Turk will be our keynote speaker as 
we honor our volunteers, special award winners, and scholarship 
winners.

www.tiwtools.com

DRILLING AND COMPLETION SOLUTIONS
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General Meeting

Meeting the Global Resource Challenge – Unlocking the Potential of Heavy Oil 
and Deepwater in Latin America

					     Speaker :	 Ali Moshiri
							       Chevron Africa and Latin America Exploration and
							       Production Company

				         Date & Time: 	 11:30 a.m. luncheon
							       Thursday, May 12

					     Location: 	 The Petroleum Club
							       800 Bell Street
							       Houston, Texas 77002

					            Cost:	 $35 per member preregistered
							       $40 per nonmembers and walk-ins

				         Registration:	 www.spegcs.org
				               Deadline:	 5 p.m., Tuesday, May 10

Valet parking is available at the ExxonMobil Building for $7.  If you have 
special dietary needs, please note your meal request when you register 

on-line in the box labeled “Optional comments for the event planner.”

This presentation will describe the resource potential of key 
Latin America producers – Venezuela and Brazil, and the 
possible role they could play relative to the global energy 
equation. Venezuela’s vast extra heavy oil resources are 
one of the largest global discovered resources.  This talk will 
touch on the Orinoco Belt’s potential as well as some of the 
key development challenges. Additionally, Deepwater Brazil 
has recently emerged with the largest remaining offshore 
resource accumulation in the world. The development of 
these highly complex deep and ultra deep water resources 
will also be a key ingredient to help meet long term global 
demand.

Ali Moshiri is president of Chevron 
Africa and Latin America Exploration and 
Production Company, based in Houston, 
Texas.

Ali joined Chevron in 1978 as a reservoir 
engineer and later became a drilling 
engineer. In 1983, he became senior 
production engineer with supervisory responsibilities in the 
Gulf of Mexico.

From 1983 to 1987, he served as supervisor of reservoir 
and facilities engineering for Chevron Energy Technology 
Company in Houston, with responsibilities supporting 
upstream activities.

In 1987, he joined Chevron Overseas Petroleum in the 
United Kingdom as manager of technical applications for 
exploration and production activities in the North Sea.

In 1991, he became supervisor of petroleum engineering 
for Chevron Overseas Company, with responsibilities for 
petroleum engineering activities in international operations. 
Between 1992 and 1997, he held a variety of positions of 
increasing responsibility as manager of petroleum and 
facilities engineering operations, including worldwide 
operational support; new opportunity assessment and 
operational feasibility; and support for petroleum and 
capital projects within existing operations.

Ali was named general manager of strategic planning 
and assets evaluation for Chevron Overseas in 1997, with 
responsibility for 10 international strategic business units, 
including mergers and acquisitions and new business 
development.

In 2000, he assumed the position of general manager 
and advisor to the vice chairman of the board for Chevron 
Corporation Exploration and Production.

In October 2001, he was appointed managing director 
of Chevron Latin America Exploration and Production 
Company, where he was responsible for upstream 
operations in Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Trinidad, 
and Venezuela.

Ali graduated from the University of Tulsa with BS and MS 
degrees in petroleum engineering in 1978.
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Monthly Board Meeting
The Gulf Coast Section board of directors 
meeting will be held from 7:30 to 10:30 a.m., 
Thursday, May 19 at the SPE Houston 
offi ce, 10777 Westheimer Road, Suite 
1075 (77042).  Board meetings are open to 
any SPE member, but you must register in 
advance because seating space is limited.  
If you would like to attend, please register 
online at www.spegcs.org or contact Sharon 
Harris at 713-457-6821 or sharris@spe.org.

Monthly Membership Report
Gulf  Coast Section

March 2011
 
              Mar-11               Feb-11          
                Total        YP (subset)       Total       YP (subset)
            
SPE-GCS Members    12,583      2,295    11,458       2,011  
New Members               143           70             181            80        
Reinstated Members         18             6               22            10        
Transferred to GCS            55           21              103            41         
Transferred out of GCS      37           11            102            39         
Unpaid                           2,302        760         3,215          965     

Student Members         Paid     Unpaid        Paid        Unpaid   
-Texas A&M                     604         175             539          214        
-UH/Rice                          152           38              111            48        
-HCC                                 24             5                 17              7        
-Unassigned                       9             3                     7              4           
Total                                789          221              674          273      

Grand Total Paid/       13,372      2,523   12,132        3,488 
Unpaid

% Paid                               84.1%                          77.7%

Section Demographics: We have ~10% females in our Section. 
YP Chair Andrea Hersey recruited 8 new SPE members.

Two Houstonians Nominated to 
SPEI Board

Two local Gulf Coast Section members were 
nominated to serve as Technical Directors on 
the SPE International Board. Cindy Reece, 
technical computing manager for ExxonMobil’s 
upstream business, was nominated as Technical 
Director, Management and Information; and 
Roland Moreau, VP of ExxonMobil Research, was 
nominated as Technical Director, Health, Safety, 
Security, Environment, and Social Responsibility. 
Both have worked for ExxonMobil for 30+ years 
and will represent the Gulf Coast Section well. 
Congratulations, Cindy and Roland!

Our patented GLSF burners set the industry standard for lowest-NOx 
emissions. With thousands of installations worldwide, our burners are 
reducing global NOx emissions by 50 million pounds per year.

ZEECO® Ultra-low NOx, Free-Jet Burner 
• Stable flame 
• High turndown of 10:1 or greater
• Low maintenance costs
• Superior heat flux profile
• Excellent value

ZEECO HEADQUARTERS +1-918-258-8551  •  ZEECO HOUSTON +1-281-345-4110  •  ZEECO.COM

Cindy Reece Roland Moreau
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Volunteer Spotlight

 Kishor Pitta

Kishor Pitta is a staff reservoir engineer at Occidental 
Petroleum, where he works on the South Texas asset 
development team. He also serves on the steering 
committee of Oxy’s Early Career Engineer Network. 
Prior to Oxy, he worked at Knowledge Reservoir, where 
he provided reservoir engineering support for various 
companies including Repsol YPF, DeepStar, Samson 
Resources, and Pegasus International. He earned his 
BS in chemical engineering from Andhra University in 
India, and his MS from the University of Missouri-Rolla.  

Fady Chaban, program chairman of the SPE-GCS 
Reservoir Study Group, praised Kishor’s volunteer 
leadership. “Kishor is the current Reservoir Study 
Group Chairman and was the Program Chair for 
2009-2010. His contributions to the group and the 
SPE Gulf Coast Section are outstanding. Dedication, 
organization and discipline are the basis to get the 
extraordinary results in all the activities involved. 
Thanks to Kishor for his distinguished and exceptional 
work!”

Watch your fracture as it grows 
Hydraulic fractures are created below the surface, 
but you shouldn’t be in the dark. With the 
StimMAP LIVE* service, you visualize your 
fracture—in real time—to optimize its placement 
and design. 

An East Texas operator said, “Utilizing the 
StimMAP real-time service, we were able to 
redesign our completion procedures ‘on-the-fly’ to 
optimize conditions encountered as we pumped 
the frac treatment.”

We can help improve your fracturing results 
and well productivity.

www.slb.com/StimMAP
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MicroSeiSMic FrActure 
 Monitoring Service

StimMAP LIVE

- Drilling & completion programs
- Engineering reports & specifications
- Manuals & instructions
- Printing, binding & publication

www.zaetric.com
713-621-4885 

inquiries@zaetric.com

Engineers - need technical 
document development help?
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Introductory and Multi-Discipline
• Basic Petroleum Engineering Practices, 6-10 June
• Oil and Gas Teams: How to Make Them Work,

13-17 June
• Overview of the Petroleum Industry, 20-21 June
• Basic Petroleum Technology, 27 June-1 July

Geology, Geophysics and Petrophysics
• Integration of Rocks, Log and Test Data, 6-10 June
• Geochemical Techniques for Solving Reservoir

Mgmt and Field Dev. Problems, 6-10 June
• AVO, Inversion, and Attributes, 13-17 June
• Foundations of Petrophysics, 13-17 June
• Seismic Acquisition Field Techniques, 11-15 July

Drilling, Completions, and Production
• Production Operations 1, 6-17 June
• Solids Control Systems, 13-17 June
• Production Technology for Other Disciplines,

20-24 June
• Drill String Design and Optimization, 20-24 June
• Gas Well Deliquification, 27 June-1 July
• Basic Drilling Technology, 11-15 July
• Completions and Workovers, 11-15 July
• Artificial Lift Systems, 18-22 July
• Drilling Fluids Technology, 18-22 July
• Stuck Pipe Prevention, 18-20 July
• Advanced Hydraulic Fracturing, 18-22 July

Reservoir Engineering
• Waterflooding A to Z, 6-10 June
• Reservoir Simulation Strategies, 13-17 June
• Applied Reservoir Engineering, 18-29 July

Petroleum Business
• Economics of Worldwide Petroleum Production, 6-10 June
• Petroleum Risks and Decision Analysis, 13-17 June
• Advanced Decision Analysis with Portfolio and Project

Modeling, 20-24 June
• Petroleum Finance and Accounting Principles, 20-24 June
• Cost Management, 27 June-1 July
• Strategic Thinking: A Tool-Based Approach, 11-13 July
• Basic Petroleum Economics (3 day and Extended 5 day

versions), 18-22 July
• Petroleum Project Management: Principles and Practices,

18-22 July

Petroleum Data Management
• Geomatics: Geodesy and Cartography,

14-15 Apr NEW

IN TODAY'S INDUSTRY ENVIRONMENT, IT IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER TO BUILD
AND SUSTAIN A COMPETENENT WORKFORCE, WHILE ENSURING YOU GET A RETURN
ON YOUR INVESTMENT. PETROSKILLS COURSES, DIRECTED BY THE INDUSTRY, CAN
DO JUST THAT. IN ADDITION TO THE COURSES BELOW, WE WILL OFFER HUNDREDS
OF SESSIONS AT OUR PETROSKILLS CONFERENCE CENTER IN THE HOUSTON AREA.

For dates and descriptions on these,
or any of our courses held worldwide,
please visit us online at
www.petroskills.com.

Or you can contact Patty Davis,
Houston Account Manager
(832) 426-1203
pdavis@petroskills.com

SPE ad -June Ad 2011 :Layout 1 3/25/11 2:48 PM  Page 1

281.876.2323
PINNTECH.COM

Making the Unconventional 
CONVENTIONAL

Unconventional? Our clients think 

INDISPENSABLE!

A decade ago, Pinnacle engineers introduced “waterfracs” in the 
Cotton Valley of East Texas. Since then, waterfracs have waltzed 
across Texas and the world. The results have been astounding but 
nowhere more impacting than the  Barnett and other ultra-low 
permeability shale reservoirs.

Today, our fracture mapping services provide keys to success in res-
ervoirs such as the Barnett, Woodford, Devonian, Wolfcamp, Bak-
ken, Fayetteville, New Albany, Caney, Floyd, Neal, Bend, Pearsall and 
others, where Pinnacle performs more mapping projects than all  
imitators combined.
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Take Advantage of Petris...

www.Petris.com

Introducing Operations Management SuiteTM 

Integrated Solutions for Drilling, 
Production and Operations Management

Breakthrough sand control technology

Innovative thrust bearings

(714) 384-9488 www.petroceram.com

Advanced Ceramics Make the Difference

Ceradyne, Inc.
 SPE Newsletter ad

4-color processs
3/31/11

Unconventional Gas
Reservoirs

Enhanced Oil Recovery
Co2 Sequestration

Unconventional Gas
Reservoirs

Enhanced Oil Recovery
Co2 Sequestration

COMET 3 Reservoir Simulator for CBM & Gas Shale Reservoirs

www.adv-res.com (281) 558-9200
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Gulf Coast Section
Awards Banquet

				                Speaker :	 Stephen Turk								     
							       Weatherford								      
					   
				          Date & Time: 	 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.						    
							       Tuesday, May 17

					     Location: 	 Rice Hotel								      
							       909 Texas Avenue 	

					            Cost:	 $55 per person preregistered					   
		
				          Registration:	 www.spegcs.org
				                Deadline:	 Noon, Friday, May 13

This event is expected to sell out early.  Please register in advance online.  Walk-ins accepted on a space-available basis only.

Valet parking available at the Rice Hotel for $8.

Plan to attend an inspirational evening where we will celebrate the multi-faceted achievements of several 
generations of superstars in the energy industry. 

The annual SPE-GCS Awards Banquet recognizes the high school seniors and college students who have 
received an SPE-GCS scholarship for the 2011 academic year.  This is a great opportunity to welcome 
outstanding students into the petroleum industry and to make a positive impression on members of the 
community.  In addition, this event also recognizes our Legion of Honor award recipients as well as our SPE 
Sectional and Regional award winners.  Members of the Legion of Honor have served SPE for fifty years and 
will be honored for their long-standing commitment to our professional society.

Keynote Speaker:  Stephen Turk, Vice President of US Sales for Weatherford

Stephen Turk is Vice President of US Sales for Weatherford International, North America 
Region. 

Mr. Turk joined Weatherford in 2003 as general manager of Capillary Technologies. He 
became the US business development manager for the Completion and Production 
Systems division in 2004. In 2007, he accepted additional responsibilities as global 
director of the Completion and Production Systems division, and he served both roles until 
he was appointed to vice president in 2009.
 

Prior to Weatherford, he was operations manager for Mission Resources Corporation, formerly Bargo Energy, 
from 1999 to 2003. He gained extensive experience in reservoir and production engineering working in a 
variety of engineering and managerial positions at Halliburton from 1997 to 1999, and Mitchell Energy and 
Development Corporation, where he began his career in 1984. 

A native of Pennsylvania, he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in petroleum engineering from Marietta 
College in Ohio. He is a member of the Society of Petroleum Engineers. 

Sponsorships are also available.  SPE-GCS is requesting that companies sponsor tables at the banquet.  This 
sponsorship will entitle the sponsor company to two seats at a table and a marquee on that table.  The sponsor 
company will also be recognized in the program for their contribution to the evening.  The cost for sponsoring a 
table will be $550 donated to the SPE-GCS, a non-profit organization, for the scholarship program.

Please visit the website for more information or contact Kim Tran at kim.m.tran@gmail.com.  
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AUXILIARY 

May 2011 Activities 
 
 
DATE:    Friday, May 13, 2011 
 
TIME:  11:00 AM  
 
PLACE:  Champions Golf Club 
   13722 Champions Drive, 77069 
   281-444-6262 
   Venue is Tentative 

Call to Confirm 
 

 
PROGRAM: Special Olympics (Tentative) 
   Call to Confirm 
   Installation of Officers 
 
COST:  To Be Announced 
 
DEADLINE: Tuesday, May 10 (Deadlines are Firm) 
 
BOOK CLUB:  
 Book: “Olive Kitteridge” 
 Author:   Elizabeth Strout 
 Discussion Leader: 
    Dot Jenkins 
 Hostess:   Sally Pesce 
 Date:  May 25 

 
 
CONTACTS:  
Nancy Hill     Evelyn Earlougher 
nancyhill2444@sbcglobal.net  eearlougher@comcast.net  
281-435-1619     1-281-419-1328 
 

Bone Springs  
Assets 
Maximized

Packers Plus increases  
well production.

Packers Plus StackFRAC® multi-stage 

fracturing system allows production 

contribution from the open hole lateral 

and eliminates the cost and risk of 

cementing and perforating.

Open Enrollment Course 
Project Risk, Uncertainty, and Decision Analysis 
Advanced decision analysis and resource play 
assessment techniques 

UCRA Software 
UnConventional Resource Analysis  
To model, risk and value staged drilling programs in 
resource plays 

www.roseassoc.com  

w w w . b l u e r o c k e n e r g y c a p i t a l . c o m

Let us help your company grow.

Providing growth capital 
to energy companies for 
over 15 years.
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After 2+ years of depressed oil and gas demand, 
low natural gas prices, and business / regulatory 
uncertainty, economists and businessmen are 
acknowledging defi nite signs of a recovery-in-
progress. For our industry, oil prices are strong, 
and political events overseas may cause additional 
upward movement in short order.  Natural gas 
demand is actually forecast to grow in 2011, and 
despite continued robust increases in shale gas 
production, the decline of offshore production 
promises to tighten markets this year, exerting 
upward pressure on $ / mmbtu.

Financial institutions are ready to invest in good 
deals with strong fundamentals and proven 
management teams.  Established oil and gas 
companies of all sizes have been hoarding cash 
for the time when risk and reward ratios signal a 
time of high-potential growth, based on lower costs 
and more stable demand.  Are we there yet?  If 
we are, then where should your “Smart” money be 
invested?   We hope these seasoned executives will 
provide you with some valuable insights whether 
you’re investing in mega-deals or managing your 
own savings plan!

Business Development 
Study Group

2011 U.S. Oil & Gas Prospectus at mid-Recovery:
Where will the “Smart” Money go next?

Speakers : Bruce H. Vincent
Swift Energy Company

       TBA

Date & Time:  5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.   Social Hour
       6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.   Program

Wednesday, May 18

Location:  Four Seasons Hotel 
       1300 Lamar, (Between Caroline & Austin)
       2nd Floor Mezzanine and Meeting Rooms

            Cost: $35 members (in advance online)                 
       $40 nonmembers (in advance online)     
       $40 at the door 

Registration: www.spegcs.org
  Deadline: Noon, Monday, May 16

Advance registration guarantees your reservation & printed name tag!          
Hors D’Oeuvres Provided, Cash Bar

Bruce H. Vincent is 
president and director of Swift 
Energy Company where he 
has been employed since 
1990.  Swift Energy Company, 
founded in 1979 and 
headquartered in Houston, 
engages in developing, 
exploring, acquiring and 
operating    oil    and     gas 
properties, with a focus on oil and natural gas 
reserves in the onshore and inland waters in Texas 
and Louisiana.  Over the company’s 30-year history, 
Swift Energy has shown long-term growth in its 
proved oil and gas reserves, production and cash 
fl ow through a disciplined program of acquisitions 
and drilling, while maintaining a strong fi nancial 
position.
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THEN & NOW

by Buddy Woodroof, ProTechnics
Features Editor

May 2001

New Mexican President Vicente Fox approves a 
variety of petroleum industry projects designed 
to elevate oil and gas production, including the 
expansion of the Cantarell offshore complex which 
includes a platform being constructed by a joint 
venture between a Mexican shipyard and Enron 
Offshore Services and Technology. (Up they pop 
again!)	•	China	follows	the	U.S.	model	and	reports	
plans to build a strategic oil supply over the next 
fi	ve	years.	•	As	expected,	the	International	Maritime	
Organization approves a global timetable that 
would phase out single-hull crude tankers by the 
year	2015.	•	Brazil’s	federal	environmental	agency	
fi nes Petrobras 10 million for oil spills from two 
platforms in the Campos Basin, one being the oft-
photographed P-36 semisubmersible production 
platform that listed and ultimately sank after a 
series of blasts that killed 10 workers.     

             Light sweet crude oil - $28.09/bbl  
          Natural gas - $4.27/MMbtu
        U.S. active rig count – 1,232

The Rest of the Yarn

This month we continue our look-back at the life 
and times of Sid Richardson, one of the “Big Four” 
oilmen who laid the foundations of a fl amboyant 
lifestyle that would come to defi ne the image of 
Texas Oil.

Richardson began his oilfi eld experience in 1911 as 
a laborer, hauling pipe by day and apprenticing on 
derrick fl oors by night, likely in the Elektra fi eld west 
of Fort Worth. In one of his favorite stories during 
this period of time, Sid claims to have been working 
alone one night shoveling coal into a derrick 
furnace, when he was suddenly surrounded by 
coyotes. He reportedly spent the hours until dawn 
atop the red-hot furnace, hopping from one foot to 
the other, until rescued by the arrival of day-shift 
workers. Shortly thereafter, his education attracted 
some notice, and he was hired as an offi ce boy 
for the Oil Well Supply Company in Wichita Falls. 
This job came to an abrupt end after engaging in 
a fi stfi ght with a bookkeeper. The fi ght somehow 
impressed one of his boss, however, who decided 
to send him back out to the fi eld as an oil scout in 
Louisiana. Since oil scouts spent their days driving 
from well to well, checking production trends, 
gauging competitors’ strategies, and picking up 
rumors, it was a job where his adeptness as a 
natural raconteur came in very handy.

A career in oil was not really Richardson’s dream as 
a young man. What he really wanted to do was to 
trade cattle. After two years in the oil fi elds, he

May 1961

What would you say would be the toughest thing 
to steal in the oil patch? How about an oil well? A 
brazen gang of well-equipped thieves with time 
and technical know-how pulled it off in eastern 
Oklahoma. The thieves took 1,400 ft of 4 1/2” 
casing, 2” tubing, and 5/8” sucker rods, a pumping 
unit, two 100-bbl tanks, two separators, the engine 
powering the pump, a gas regulator, all the lines 
and connections to the tanks, the wellhead, along 
with some extra pipe and fi ttings. If you think you 
know how they managed to get away with this, raise 
your hand. If you guessed it was a repossession, 
you	get	to	take	the	rest	of	the	day	off.	•	This	month	
is the 50th anniversary of the Supreme Court’s 
monumental decision that Standard Oil is an illegal 
trust, monopoly, or combination, and thereby 
decreed its dissolution.
          East Texas crude oil - $3.25/bbl  
   U.S. active rig count – 1,775
May 1986

Mobil Corp. comes up with its own version of the 
“poison pill” by giving holders of each common 
share preferred share purchase rights. The rights 
take effect if anyone acquires 20% or more of 
Mobil’s common stock or tenders for 30% or 
more	 of	 the	 stock.	 •	 Elf	 reports	 drilling	 its	 fi	rst	
horizontal well through unconsolidated sands a few 
meters thick, a 1,148 ft lateral in the Paris Basin. 
•	 President	 Reagan	 orders	 Marathon,	 Occidental	
Amerada Hess, Grace Petroleum, and Conoco 
to end operations and sell their Libyan assets 
within	60	days.	(déjà	vous?)	•	The	rotary	rig	count	
in North America sets a post-war low with 866 
active rigs combined in the U.S. and Canada.

      U.S. active rig count – 828
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returned to Athens in 1914, borrowing money from 
Clint Murchison’s father to purchase a herd. This 
venture did not last long. As Sid told a Fort Worth 
newspaper reporter, his herd died of tick fever 
and he lost a toe as a result of his cattle ranching 
experience. What’s more, he now owed Clint 
Murchison’s father six thousand dollars. He decided 
to go back to Wichita Falls and make another try at 
the oil business.

In his return to the oil business, he decided to try 
his hand at oil trading. He tells the story of returning 
to Athens shortly after experiencing some success 
as an oil trader. He claims to have entered the 
town square behind the wheel of a new Cadillac 
and circled the square twice so everyone would 
see him. He then marched into the bank, where 
he repaid Mr. Murchison his money in cash, to the 
amazement of all the townspeople. Many of the men 
that observed his flamboyance decided then and 
there that if this ne’r-do-well could make so much 
money in the oil business, by golly they were going 
to give it a go themselves. One of those who was 
suitably impressed was the young Clint Murchison.

Next issue, Richardson and Murchison join forces. 
(Article excerpted from “The Big Rich.”)

History Quiz

Prior to the mid-70’s when the Bureau of Mines 
demonstrated that coal beds can yield substantial 
quantities of pipeline-quality natural gas, U.S. coal 
mines were venting approximately what volume of 
natural gas to the atmosphere: a) 50 MMcfd, b) 100 
MMcfd, c) 200 MMcfd, or 500 MMcfd? 

If you would like to participate in this month’s quiz, 
e-mail your answer to contest@spe.org by noon 
May 15.  The winner, who will be chosen randomly 
from all correct answers, will receive a $50 gift card 
to a nice restaurant. 

(979) 268-8959 | www.PetroleumETC.com

June 6 - 10, 2011
Big Cedar Lodge 

A Bass Pro Shop Resort
Ridgedale, MO (near Branson, MO)

 THE PREMIER COURSE ON FRACTURE STIMULATION

Answer to April’s Quiz

The two critical wartime commodities that were 
targeted for expanded production thanks to 
Standard Oil’s development of the first fluid catalyst 
refining unit in 1942 were 100-octane aviation 
gasoline and the raw materials required for the 
manufacture of synthetic rubber.

Answer to March’s Quiz

The German immigrant who funded the building of 
the first commercial American-built diesel engine 
was Adolphus Busch.

Congratulations to March’s winner – 
Lalit Karlapalem with National Oilwell Varco               

 
Discounts are now available for SPE 
Houston members.  

Contact us for more information at 
http://www.aapg.org/education/    
educate@aapg.org 
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Natural Gas Hydrates 
In Flow Assurance

Colorado School of Mines
Golden, Colorado 
May 18-20, 2011

Taught by:  E.D. Sloan, C.A. Koh, and A.K. 
Sum.  

This course is aimed at engineers and scientists 
concerned with controlling/managing natural gas 
hydrate formation during gas/oil production and 
transportation.  Each attendee will receive a CD 
and hard copy of the course material, including a 
copy of SPE Monograph Hydrate Engineering, by 
E.D. Sloan.  

The objective of the course is to provide a funda-
mental review of the practice and theory in natural 
gas hydrates, with applications primarily in fl ow 
assurance.  For information regarding atten-
dance and fees contact:  303-279-5563, email 
space@mines.edu,
http://www.mines.edu/Educational_Outreach

Gray Wireline Service, Inc 

Cased Hole Logging 
Mechanical Services 
Perforating Services 
Production Logging 
Pipe Recovery 
Specialty Services 
Staged Frac Services 
TCP 

Serving the US with 18 
Service Locations 

Differentiate with a 
Touch of Gray! 

www.graywireline.com 

INTEGRATED PRODUCTION SERVICES

Coil Tubing
E Line & Slick Line
Snubbing
Plunger & Gas Lift
Flowback & Pressure Test
     

www.ipsadvantage.com

Coiled Tubing & Nitrogen
Eline & Slickline
Snubbing
Plunger & Gas Lift
Flowback & Production Testing
Pressure Testing & Nipple Up-Down
     

PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION REVIEW
COURSES FOR 

PETROLEUM ENGINEERING

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  The Course covers 
most topics that are found on the Texas State 
Board Petroleum Engineering Professional 
Examination.          

WHO SHOULD ATTEND: Engineers who are 
planning on taking the PE Examination in 
Petroleum Engineering this fall. 

HOUSTON COURSES  (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM)
  Monday through Friday
  I  August 22 thru 26, 2011
 II  October 1 thru 5, 2011

For More Information:    
405-822-6761     
E Mail:  bingwines@aol.com
Web Site:  winrockengineeringinc.com

WINROCK ENGINEERING, INC.
P. O. BOX 42296 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, 73123
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In the shale resource plays most of the activity 
to date has been in drilling and completing new 
wellbores and holding acreage by production.  In 
virtually all shale plays operators have increased 
the number of frac stages and generally obtained 
better production results.  This suggests that the 
original completions may not have adequately 
stimulated the length of the original wellbore and 
that refracture treatments in the unstimulated rock 
may be beneficial.  Refracs in long perforated 
horizontal wellbores pose several challenges 
in their design and execution.   Production logs 
typically show 80% of the production from 20% of 
the perforation clusters.  If the producing clusters 
have been drawn down below the reservoir 
pressure of the unstimulated rock the refrac may 
not initiate in the virgin rock where the majority 
of the reserves remain. Mechanical isolation of 
existing perforation clusters becomes critical, and 
working inside existing tubulars provides some 
challenges. Determining the optimum cluster and 
stage spacing requires an estimation of effective 
permeability and in-situ stress from DFIT testing 
which may not have been available prior to the initial 
completion.  A methodology is proposed to identify 
refracture candidates, mechanically isolate existing 
perforations, determine the optimum cluster and 
stage spacing, and successfully execute refrac 
treatments in a horizontal shale reservoir.

Robert Barba spent 10 years with Schlumberger 
as an open hole field engineer, sales engineer, and 
product development manager.

Completions & Production 
Study Group

Optimizing Refracture Treatments in Horizontal Shale Oil and Gas Reservoirs

				                Speaker :	 Robert Barba 							     
							       Integrated Energy Services, Inc.					   
								      
				          Date & Time: 	 11:30 a.m. luncheon
							       Wednesday, May 25

					     Location: 	 Greenspoint Club							     
							       16925 Northchase (77060)	

					            Cost:	 $35 per member preregistered
							       $40 for nonmembers and walk-ins

				          Registration:	 www.spegcs.org
				                Deadline:	 Noon, Monday, May 23

While at Schlumberger he was the North American 
product champion for the FracHite and Quantifrac 
products that integrated wireline, testing, and 
pumping inputs to optimize hydraulic fracture 
treatments.  He was also the product development 
manager for the QLA program that made the 
field log analysis “Cyberlook” program available 
to customers on personal computers.  Since 
then he has spent 19 years consulting to over 
175 companies on petrophysics and completion 
optimization. He served as a SPE Distinguished 
Lecturer on integrating petrophysics with the 
hydraulic fracture treatment optimization process.  
He has focused on the integration of petrophysics 
with completion designs in a variety of reservoirs 
in North America, conducting numerous field 
studies for operators evaluating the “completion 
efficiency” of over 1200 wells and providing “best 
practices” recommendations based on the study 
results (SPE 90483). His latest SPE paper (125008) 
focuses on the refracturing optimization process.  
He has been responsible for the petrophysical 
analysis of 35 major fields worldwide as part 
of integrated reservoir characterization studies 
identifying remaining mobile hydrocarbons. He has 
authored 33 technical papers on the integration of 
petrophysics with completion designs, horizontal 
wells, and reservoir characterization projects.   His 
most recent project has been working with two major 
operators optimizing their completion practices in 
the Marcellus shale.   Bob has a BS from the US 
Naval Academy and MBA from the University of 
Florida. He is also a member of the SPE, SPWLA, 
AAPG, and Petroleum Society of the Canadian CIM.
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2011 Sporting Clays Tournament
Friday, June 10th, 2011 
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p. m.

Rio Brazos Hunting Preserve
4430 Guyler Road, Simonton (Wallis), Texas 77485

(281) 346-2095

We are pleased to announce that in addition to the SPE GCS Scholarship Fund, we will also support the Bright 
Light Foundation (BLF).  The Bright Light Foundation’s mission is to raise funds, in the spirit of compassion 
and fun, to assist with the medical needs of those within the oilfield community stricken by catastrophic ill-
ness.  The funds raised by this foundation are distributed among selected families to assist with medical cost 
due to major illness.  

Come out and help support SPE GCS!!!

For more information, sponsorship and registration:
http://www.spegcs.org/en/cev/1978
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Digital Energy
Study Group

Virtual World Technologies - Applications to the Digital Oilfield

				                Speaker:	 Rick Morneau
							       Consultant						      		
		
				          Date & Time: 	 11:30 a.m. luncheon
							       Wednesday, May 18

					     Location: 	 Courtyard on St. James						    
							       1885 St. James Place (77056)

					            Cost:	 $35 per member preregistered
							       $40 for nonmembers and walk-ins

				          Registration:	 www.spegcs.org
				                Deadline:	 Noon, Monday, May 16

Rick Morneau recently retired from Chevron after 
27 years.  Prior to retirement, Rick held the position 
of manager strategic research and technology 
development for transformational information 
technology for the previous seven years.   He has a 
BS from University of Arizona and MS from Purdue 
University both in Geophysics. 

He started in the energy business at 
Schlumberger - Doll Research Center in 
Ridgefield, Connecticut, and joined Chevron 
in 1983. He has managed internal software 
development and started Chevron’s Information 
Management for major capital projects group.                  

Rick’s passion is applying virtual worlds technology 
through business strategy development and work 
process focused implementation practices and, 
work process focused information management.

Virtual worlds are 3D immersive environments that 
allow multiple users to inhabit the same virtual 
environment and interact with each other, as well as 
objects, within the environment.  Each user within 
the environment is represented by their virtual 
self which is referred to as an avatar.  The virtual 
environment can be a processing plant, an offshore 
platform, an oilfield or any environment that one 
wishes to create.
 
This presentation will discuss applications of virtual 
world technologies in three topical themes:

1.	 No other way to do it –for example, it is not 
possible to have realistic enactment of an 
explosion and fire on an offshore platform 
with the ensuing chaos.  However, this 
technology can provide realistic simulation 
taking into account human behavior which 
cannot be accomplished any other way.

2.	 Application to operations an maintenance.
3.	 Does this make sense?  There are places 

where one could apply virtual world 
technology but does it make sense?

It is the author’s intent to use the presentation 
material as a means of having a discussion around 
this topic.  This presentation will not discuss the 
intersection between virtual world technology, 
complex simulation and augmented reality.
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Profit from experience.SM

Don’t Leave  
Yourself Exposed

Fighting trouble formations increases non-productive 
time and risk. SET® solid expandable technology 
provides proven and reliable solutions to tackle trouble 
zones while maintaining your inside diameter:

•	 Ensure	getting	to	TD	with	ID
•	 Improve	days-to-depth	curve
•	 Reduce	risk

Contact Enventure to learn more about expanding your 
well’s potential—and redefining the economics of your 
project or asset. 

www.EnventureGT.com/mitigating

Wel l  Tes t ing
Frac  F low Back
Sand Management 
Ear ly  Produc t ion Fac i l i t ies
Data Acquis i t ion Sys tems
Produc t ion Enhancement
Wel lhead Compress ion
Comple t ion F lu ids
Cas ing C lean-Up Tools
F lu id  F i l t ra t ion Ser v ices
Frac  Water  Management
Cased-Hole  Wire l ine  Ser v ices

30 Years...Providing Solutions 
to the Oil & Gas Industry

te tratec.com

TETRA® Technologies, Inc.
Focused on Energy. 
Dedicated to Service & Safety.

© 2011 TETRA and the TETRA logo are registered trademarks 
of TETRA Technologies, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Nevis Energy Services Inc. has 
operated as the US Division of 
Phoenix Technology Services  since 
2002. We want our clients to see 
the depth of our exper  se and how 
this creates advantages for their 
drilling applica  ons. Therefore, as of 
September 1, 2010, Nevis will operate 
as Phoenix Technology Services USA 
Inc.,  unifying our name with our other 
opera  ons worldwide.

800.909.9819 | phxtech.com

12 Loca  ons

145 MWD Systems

500+ Drilling Motors                       

400 Personnel

One Horizontal & 
Direc  onal Drilling Company 
Focused on Performance
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Reservoir Engineering Technology Symposium 
 

May 13, 2011 
Reservoir Study Group 

 
Did you miss the 2010 SPE ATCE in Florence, Italy? 

This is your chance to learn from subject-matter experts with over 100 
years of practical experience from respected operating and service 

companies. 
 

TOPICS 
Shale Oil & Gas 

Better Reservoir-Data Management 
Deepwater Gulf of Mexico Reservoirs 

 
Time Title Speaker 
8:00 Continental breakfast  
8:15 Introductions / safety briefing  

Session 1  – Shale gas, hydraulic fracturing and microseismic 
8:30 – 9:00 Thirty Years of Gas Shale Fracturing: What Have We 

Learned?  (SPE 133456) 
George King, 

Apache 
9:00 – 9:30 Hydraulic Fracture Monitoring to Reservoir Simulation: 

Maximizing Value  (SPE 133877) 
Craig Cipolla, 
Schlumberger 

9:30 – 10:00 Shale Engineering: Building A Shale Well Model.  The 
Way It Is Constructed, One Piece At A Time, Suits Better 
for Forecasting What Will Happen After A Long Time 

George Vassilellis, 
Gaffney Cline 

10:00 – 10:30 Break  
Session 2  - Digital Energy and Workflow Integration 

10:30 – 11:00 Accelerating Progress Towards Achieving Digital-Oilfield 
Workflow Efficiencies  (SPE 134107) 

Rick Morneau, 
Chevron 

11:00 – 11:30 Reservoir Modeling:  From RESCUE To RESQML     
(SPE 135280) 

Mike King, 
Texas A&M 

11:30 – 12:00 Reservoir Management With Real-Time and Periodic 
Surveillance Data  (SPE 132967) 

Shah Kabir, 
Hess 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch  
Session 3 – Deepwater GOM 

1:00 – 1:30 K2 Field Reservoir Characterization-Coupled 
Surface/Subsurface Simulation and Evaluation of 
Recovery Options. 

Walt Dobbs and                            
Rich Drumheller, 

Anadarko 
1:30 – 2:00 10 Rules for Turbidites to Live by… and The Significance 

of Those Rules 
Henry 

Posamentier, 
Chevron 

2:00 – 2:15 Break  
!

Session 4 – Deepwater GOM / Chemical EOR 
2:15 – 2:45 The Effects of Live Crude on ASP Formulations: 

Implications of Final Formulation Design  (SPE 135357) 
Jeff Southwick, 

Shell 
2:45 – 3:15 Investigation of Oil-Trapping Mechanisms in Deepwater 

Gulf of Mexico  (SPE 130927) 
Joe Lach, 

Knowledge 
Reservoir 

3:15 – 3:30 Wrap-up  
3:30 Adjourn  
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Fracture
performance?

ProTechnics
A Production Enhancement division of Core Laboratories

www.corelab.com/protechnics   713-328-2320

With ProTechnics combined spectral 
and production imaging services 
you can directly measure:

• Fracture effectiveness
• Wellbore connectivity
• Production allocation
• Water production problems
• Stage production contribution
• After-frac production baseline

Measured Solutions from
The Completion Diagnostics Company

Production Software by Mi4 Corporation

www.productioneer.com

Formations are prehistoric

Your software doesn’t have to be!

Westport Technology Center

Providing Expertise in                               
Reservoir Characterization and Optimization

Services include:
•  PVT and Fluid Phase Behavior
•  Routine and Special Core Analysis
•  Enhanced Oil and Gas Recovery
•  Geochemistry
•  Petroleum Geology and Petrophysics
•  Unconventional Reservoirs
•  Drilling Fluids
•  Flow Assurance
•  Oilfield Corrosion
•  Petroleum Microbiology

Intertek
Westport Technology Center
6700 Portwest Drive
Houston, Texas
713.479.8400
westportservices@intertek.com

www.intertek.com
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Northside
Study Group

Channel Fracturing: Changing the Game in the 
Stimulation of Unconventional and Conventional Reservoirs

Speaker: Alejandro Pena    
       Schlumberger Well Services      

Date & Time:  11:30 a.m. luncheon
Tuesday, May10

Location:  Greenspoint Club   
       16925 Northchase (77060)       

 Cost: $30 per member preregistered
       $35 for nonmembers and walk-ins pregistered

$40 per members/nonmembers post registration

Registration: www.spegcs.org
Deadline: Noon, Friday, May 6

Please register early to help us better plan and streamline the luncheon.
Walk-ins accepted on a space-available basis.

Parking:  Use the contract entrance.  Push the button on the 
kiosk and tell security you are with the SPE Northside Study 

Group in the Greenspoint Club.

The channel fracturing technique combines fi t-for-
purpose fracture modeling, materials and pumping 
methods to generate a network of highly conductive 
channels within the proppant pack. These channels 
expedite the delivery of hydrocarbons from the 
reservoir to the wellbore and allow for improved 
effective stimulated reservoir volumes. Observed 
benefi ts from more than 800 treatments performed 
to date in four different countries (USA - Eagle 
Ford, Lance and Clear Fork formations, Argentina - 
Sierras Blancas formation, Mexico - Burgos Basin, 
and Russia - Western Siberia) include sustained 
increases in production (typically 10-50%) and 
estimated recovery (typically in excess of 13%) 
relative to wells fractured with conventional methods. 
It has also been observed that the technique allows 
for more reliable job execution: Incidence of near-
wellbore screen-outs with the channel fracturing 
technique is below 0.3%, in contrast with the 
average rate for conventional methods in the areas 
in which it has been implemented (5%). 

This presentation will review basic aspects of this 
breakthrough technology and summarize relevant 
case histories in unconventional (tight and shale 
plays) and conventional reservoirs, both in vertical 
and horizontal completions.  

Alejandro Pena works 
as the worldwide product 
champion for Schlumberger’s 
well stimulation technologies. 
He has gathered 10 years of 
experience in academia and 
industry as assistant professor 
in chemical engineering,   
followed by several technical 
and operational positions
within Schlumberger since 2003 (senior 
development engineer, fi eld engineer, fracturing 
manager, well services operations manager).

Alejandro is an inventor with six granted patents 
and author of two book chapters and over twenty 
articles in peer-reviewed journals and SPE-
sponsored technical meetings. He earned a B.Sc. 
degree in chemical engineering from Universidad 
de Los Andes, Venezuela, and a Ph.D. degree in 
chemical engineering from Rice University, USA.  

in chemical engineering,   
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www.miswaco.slb.com

Wherever your next project takes you.

With E&P operations driven to greater depths offshore, one 
service partner is there to help you overcome the challenges: 
M-I SWACO. We’ve helped operators drill more than half of all 
deep and ultra-deepwater wells to date, so you’ll find no one 
is better positioned to support your deepwater operations.

The

deeper
you go,

closerthe

we are.

D E E P W A T E R S O L U T I O N S

FracPac-NSMservice helps achieve
optimized fracture geometry without
minifrac and step-rate tests.

SAND CONTROL

Based on formation parameters, FracPac-N 
service enhances value for fracpack treatments in
deepwater completions by saving significant rig
time and fluid costs.

What’s your sand control challenge? For
solutions, visit www.halliburton.com/fracpac-n,
or e-mail us at sandcontrol@halliburton.com.

Cut rig time
in high-perm

formations.

© 2011 Halliburton. All rights reserved.

Solving challenges.TM HALLIBURTON

H003-1 SPEGCN FracPacN_Layout 1  3/8/11  2:11 PM  Page 1

Weatherford Labs helps you get more from your core by 
combining an unsurpassed global team of geoscientists, 
engineers, technicians and researchers with the industry’s 
most comprehensive, integrated laboratory services 
worldwide. From core analysis, sorption, geochemistry 
and isotopic composition to detailed basin modeling and 
comprehensive data packages, we provide you with real 
reservoir rock and fluid information that hasn’t been 
distilled by a simulator or iterated by software.distilled by a simulator or iterated by software.

We call it “The Ground Truth™” – giving you the accurate 
answers you need for better reservoir understanding. You’ll 
call it a better return on your reservoir investment. To learn 
more, contact TheGroundTruth@weatherfordlabs.com.

weatherfordlabs.com

GetMore
from

youryour
Core

With reservoirs becoming increasingly complex, you need the most 
accurate information you can get to better understand your reservoir. 

© 2011 Weatherford. All rights reserved. Incorporates proprietary and patented Weatherford technology.
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Permian Basin
Study Group

TAKING THE RIGHT NEXT STEP:  
			   BUILDING AN UPSTREAM OIL AND GAS M.L.P	 				  
			   		
					     Speaker:	 Steve H. Pruett	 					   
							       Legacy Reserves, LP

				         Date & Time:         11:30 a.m. luncheon
							       Tuesday, May 17

				               Location: 	 Westlake Club		 						    
					                             570 Westlake Park Blvd (77079) 					   
								      
					           Cost:	 $35 per member preregistered
							       $40 for nonmembers peregistered
							       Add’l $5 for walk-ins ($40 members/$45 nonmembers)		
					   
				         Registration:	 www.spegcs.org
				               Deadline:	 Noon, Friday, May 13

Executing a successful acquisition strategy in a seller’s 
market in a volatile industry requires solid values and a 
clear sense of your direction.  Legacy Reserves LP is 
an independent oil and natural gas limited partnership 
headquartered in Midland, Texas, and is focused on 
the acquisition and development of oil and natural gas 
properties primarily located in the Permian Basin, Mid-
Continent and Rocky Mountain regions of the United 
States.  Since its first public offering in 2006, Legacy has 
demonstrated persistent pursuit of a growth path through 
the ups and downs of commodity prices with an enviable 
track record of performance for its owners.

Steven H. Pruett has served as 
president & CFO of Legacy Reserves 
LP since its founding in 2005.  Prior to 
co-founding Legacy, Steve was briefly 
a managing director and venture 
partner focused on forming upstream 
MLPs at Quantum Energy Partners, 
an E&P private equity firm.    For two

years prior to joining Quantum, he was the president 
of Petroleum Place, an acquisition and divestment 
advisor and broker, and was president of its subsidiary, 
P2 Energy Solutions, an oil & gas accounting and land 
software systems and outsourcing provider.  Prior to P2, 
Mr. Pruett was President & CEO of First Permian LLC until 
he helped sell it in 2002.

From 2000 to 2001, Steve worked at Enron, where he 
managed 12 active oil and gas partnerships and served 
as chairman of CGAS, an Appalachian gas company.

In 1995, he joined First Reserve Corporation, an energy 
private equity investment firm, opening their Texas office 
as Vice President focused on E&P investments.  While 
at First Reserve, he co-founded and became president 
& CEO of First Reserve Oil & Gas, a Permian Basin and 
Mid-Continent secondary recovery-focused oil company 
which he helped sell in early 2000.  Prior to First Reserve, 
Steve worked for a year in New York and Houston as 
an oil & gas investment banking associate with CS First 
Boston.  

Steve has a BS in petroleum engineering, with high 
honors, from the University of Texas at Austin in 1984.   
Following graduation, he worked for ARCO for five years 
as an operations/analytical engineer in Tulsa, Denver and 
Midland, focused on EOR while earning a professional 
engineer registration in Texas.  He left ARCO to pursue 
an MBA at The Harvard Business School where he 
graduated as a Baker Scholar in 1991.  Following 
business school, he worked for Amoco in planning and 
economics in Denver and business development in 
Houston and Mexico.  

Steve serves on the Board of Trustees of Midland 
Memorial Hospital, Trinity School of Midland, the 
Executive Advisory Committee of the University of Texas 
at Austin Department of Petroleum and Geosystems 
Engineering.  He is a vice president and director of the 
Permian Basin Petroleum Association, is active as a 
deacon in the First Presbyterian Church of Midland, and 
enjoys being an instrument-rated private pilot. 
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The Shale Experts. 
Fracturing forma-
tion and shattering 
records every day.

Real world. World class. Worldwide.

Lafayette – (337) 839-7200

Houston – (713) 683-3400

www.bjservices.com

Unconventional wells require 
unconventional solutions.

Deep water.

Greater risks.

Bigger rewards.

Optimize your drilling
with Hunting

high-performance
mud motors

• Motor sizes from 5" to 9-5/8"

• High torque power sections

• Adjustable bent housing, fixed bend or
straight motors

• Multiple stator technologies available

• Proven service quality and reliability

Conroe 936-539-5545 • Oklahoma City 405-631-1222
Casper 307-265-6550 • Latrobe 724-424-9714

Dubai 9714-8865799 • Nisku 780-955-7799

© 2010 Hunting (HOS1029/0910) www.hunting-intl.com

HOS1029_SPE-GC-ad:p  9/29/10  1:08 PM  Page 1

PRESSURE PUMPING SERVICES DIVISION

Handling all of your onshore and
offshore pressure pumping needs.

Cementing, Acidizing, Stimulation, Sand Control and Thermal Services

Houston Sales: 281-999-0047 • www.superiorenergy.com
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Large remote deepwater gas discoveries are 
attractive candidates for Floating Liquified Natural 
Gas (FLNG) developments. However, balancing 
technical, commercial, and contractual issues 
with the Production Sharing Contracts (PSCs) 
requirements of various countries is an essential 
consideration for the selection and successful 
actualization of FLNG developments.
 
This presentation will discuss PSC requirements 
involving government or regulatory rules on 
taxation; cost, commercial, and contractual issues; 
marketing issues; and technical requirements. 
These requirements affect decisions for whether 
a FLNG development is the best decision for a 
gas discovery. For many large remote deepwater 
gas discovery scenarios, FLNG will be the 
recommended option and proper presentation of 
the decision inputs and outputs will help an operator 
obtain the necessary governmental approvals in a 
timely manner.

Dave Hartell has  more than thirty-four (34) years 
of onshore and offshore oil and gas developments 
experience including facilities engineering, 
construction, installation, project management, 
and production operations.  His developments 
experience has ranged from onshore remote 
locations to offshore deepwater locations.  He has 
more than twenty-five (25) years of international 
experience working with national energy 
companies, energy ministries, and governmental 
regulators.  He has extensive work with subsurface 
asset, drilling and completion, and production 
operations teams.  He has been working for over 
five years on development options for remote 
deepwater gas discoveries.  

Dave has presented papers at international 
conferences in Brazil, U.K., United States, Malaysia, 
and Indonesia.  He received his BS and MS in 
civil engineering from Rice University in Houston, 
Texas.  He is a Registered Professional Engineer 
in Texas and a member of the Society of Petroleum 
Engineers.

Projects, Facilities, & Construction
Study Group

An Operator’s Perspective on Floating LNG

					       Speaker :	 Dave Hartell								      
							       Hess									       
				    											           	
		           		          Date & Time: 	 11:30 a.m. luncheon
							       Tuesday, May 17

					       Location: 	 Norris Conference Center - City Centre
							       803 Town and Country Lane #210 (77024)				  
					   
					              Cost:	 $35 per member preregistered and prepaid
							       $40 for nonmembers pregistered and prepaid 
							       $45 for walk-ins

				            Registration:	 www.spegcs.org
				                  Deadline:	 Noon, Friday, May 13
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� e Energy Flows � rough Us™

DOES YOUR PRODUCTION
NEED A  LIFT?NEED A  LIFT?NEED A  LIFT?

LUFKIN.COM/GASLIFT
ils@lufkin.com 
866-540-7676

Whether it is 
a deep water gas l i f t 
project in the Gulf of Mexico or 
a project half way around the world 
Lu� in International Li�  Systems 
commitment to excellence sets a new 
standard with arti� cial li� .  Lu� in 
expertise o� ers the best technical 
design, installation, and optimization 
to maximize the production of your 
well.  We o� er a full line of Gas Li�  
products and solutions engineered 
and manufactured to withstand the 
harsh environments onshore and 
o� shore production.  

To learn more about the impressive 
results we are providing, contact 
Lu� in International Li�  Systems.

Cflex provides a gas tight solution for precision 
primary or contingency level staged cementing. 
Unprecedented flexibility is offered through multiple 
open and close valve technology and the option 
to install in one or more casing and liner sections. 
Optimum annular seal integrity assurance means 
V0 rated Cflex can be fitted with confidence, and 
without compromise to the ID and OD.

Cflex, developed and engineered by Seawell, 
pioneering experts in deep sea well barrier 
technology. Seawell tools afford absolute integrity 
and assurance, improving the performance of wells, 
the world over.

For cementing flexibilty, demand Cflex.

To find out more about Cflex visit seawellcorp.com 
or call +1 713 856 4222

For control of cement placement, Cflex delivers flexibility, when and where you need it.

Cflex, cementing on demand.
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In reservoir studies, from material balance 
calculations to simulation, fl uid properties are 
always required to estimate in place volumes, EOR 
(Enhanced Oil Recovery) potential, and the transport 
parameters that interact with the fl ow. The variations 
of PVT (Pressure-Volume-Temperature) properties 
during depletion phase are also needed to evaluate 
the reservoir performance and to design surface and 
subsurface facilities. In general fl uid properties are 
central to almost all the applications in the form of input. 

In recent years, rising number of offshore projects 
has made the modeling of reservoir fl uid properties 
even more important. In addition to behavior 
of the fl uids at reservoir/wellbore conditions, 
behavior of the fl uids at sub-sea conditions is 
also needed for modeling/fl ow assurance. Some 
of the frequently encountered key issues are:

1. Sampling issues (near-saturated fl uids, 
contamination and quality)

2. Laboratory and measurement related issues
3. Modeling issues (Equation of State, lean 

condensates, near critical fl uids and integrated 
fl uid characterization)

Fluid properties (or PVT properties) play important 
role in petroleum engineering applications. 
In fi eld-wide modeling, near-critical fl uids, 
compositional variations from well to well/
cluster to cluster, and EOR applications pose 
challenging problems for fl uid property modeling.  

The fi nal goal of a successful “PVT program” 
is to represent/model the reservoir fl uid 
from reservoir to refi nery with a single set of 
adjustable parameters (modeling consistency). 

Birol Dindoruk is a principal 
technical expert in reservoir 
engineering working for Shell 
International E&P since 1997, 
and an adjunct faculty at the 
University of Houston, Department 
of Chemical Engineering. He is a 
global consultant for Fluid 
Properties (PVT) & Miscible/Immiscible Gas Injection 
EOR & Simulation. Before joining Shell, he has worked 
at Amoco Tulsa Research Center on compositional 
simulator development projects. He holds a PhD 
degree in petroleum engineering from Stanford 
University and an MBA degree from University of 
Houston. He is a recipient of Society of Petroleum 
Engineers’ (SPE) Cedric K. Ferguson Medal in 
1994.  He was one of the Co-executive Editors of 
SPE Formation Evaluation/Reservoir Engineering 
Journal (2004-2006) and currently the Editor-in-Chief 
for Journal of Petroleum Engineering Science and 
Engineering (JPSE).

Reservoir
Study Group

Distinguished Lecturer 2010-11 Lecture Season

Reservoir Fluid Properties (PVT): Issues, Pitfalls and Modeling

                Speaker : Birol Dindoruk       
       Shell International Exploration and Production Company  
        
           Date & Time:  11:30 a.m. luncheon
       Thursday, May 26

     Location:  Courtyard on St. James      
       1885 St. James Place (77056)     
       
            Cost: $35 per member preregistered and prepaid
       $40 for nonmembers pregistered and prepaid
       $45 for walk-ins
       
          Registration: www.spegcs.org
                Deadline: 11:30 a.m., Tuesday, May 24
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Failure
is Not 
an Option

At Ryan, 
failure is not an 
option. That’s why our positive 
displacement mud motors and retrievable mud 
pulse MWD equipment lead the industry in mean time 
between failures. 

Ruggedness and reliability are two good reasons why Ryan 
is moving to the forefront of the industries we serve. Call us 
at 800.682.0291 and see why a low failure rate has moved 
customer loyalty to an all time high.

spot

process

solid black

Dark Background

www.selectenerGyservices.com

infrastructure
• Oilfield Construction – Field Services
• Oilfield Trucking – Forklifts – Cranes
• Wellsite Accommodations – Equipment Rentals
• Pipeline Construction – Services
• Well Servicing

Fluids
• Frac Water Transfer – Poly/Fast Line
• Flow Back – Well Testing
• Tank Trucks – Disposal

Corporate sales offiCe
6650 W. SAm HOuSTOn PARkWAy n • SuiTE 450
HOuSTOn, TX 77041 • P: 713.856.5555

Your Best Choice

supply Division
•  Oilfield Supply Products – Tubular Sales
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Westside
Study Group

Horizontal Completion Experience in Low-Pressure Shales 
of the Southern Appalachian Basin

					     Speaker :	 Mark Mulkern
	 						      EQT Production
							     
				          Date & Time: 	 11:30 a.m. luncheon
							       Wednesday, May 18

					     Location: 	 Westlake Club								     
							       570 Westlake Park Blvd (77079)					   
					   
					            Cost:	 $35 per member preregistered 
							       $40 for nonmembers and walk-ins					   
		
				          Registration:	 www.spegcs.org
				                Deadline:	 Noon, Monday, May 16

Please print and bring your receipt if you paid by credit card online

EQT Production (formerly Equitable Resources) 
has been drilling horizontal wells in the southern 
Appalachian Basin since 2006. The main formation 
targets are the low-pressure shales in the Upper 
Devonian section of the stratigraphic column. This 
presentation will include an examination of cased 
hole log data, an overview of fracturing operations, 
lessons learned, and a review of current completion 
optimization activities. 

Mark Mulkern is the manager of completion and 
production engineering for EQT’s Lower Huron Shale 
properties in Kentucky, West Virginia, and Virginia, 
based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He has over 
twenty-five years experience in various facets of 
oilfield operations. Prior to joining EQT, he worked in 
the wireline and completion products business areas. 

Mark has extensive experience in wellsite operations 
(both onshore and offshore) and has worked in 
Canada, Australia, Southeast Asia, and Central 
and South America, prior to his current work in the 
Appalachian Basin. His current responsibilities 
involve investigating all potential opportunities for 
optimizing hydraulic fracturing operations in EQT’s 
Southern Appalachian Basin properties. 

Mark has a mechanical engineering degree from 
Marquette University and an MBA in global business 
from the University of Phoenix. 

Slider

www.slb.com

ON-BOTTOM TOOL FACE ORIENTATION
INCREASED MOTOR LIFE
INCREASED ROP & HORIZONTAL REACH CAPABILITY
ELIMINATES ORIENTATION TIME LOSSES

IMPROVE YOUR HORIZONTALS

Automated Directional Drilling
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Safety & Environment 
Study Group

Worker Safety and Health - NIOSH Perspectives 
    from the Deepwater Horizon Response

Speaker : Dr. Margaret M. Kitt, MD, MPH     
       NIOSH - National Institute of Occupational Safety & Health 

Date & Time:  11:30 a.m. luncheon
Tuesday, May 17

Location:  Petroleum Club   
       800 Bell Street (43rd Floor)
       Houston, TX 77002

Cost: $40 per member preregistered
       $50 for nonmembers and walk-ins

Registration: www.spegcs.org
Deadline: Noon, Friday, May 13

Dr. Margaret M. Kitt received a Bachelor of Science from the State University of New 
York at Albany, a Doctor of Medicine from the University of Rochester School of Medicine 
and Dentistry, and a Master of Public Health from the University of Washington. She is 
certifi ed by the American College of Preventive Medicine in both Aerospace Medicine 
and Occupational Medicine. Margaret was a senior fl ight surgeon in the U.S. Air Force, 
serving for 14 years. 

In 2002, she joined the U.S. Public Health Service and the National Institute for 
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) in the Division of Respiratory Disease Studies.  
She has served as the NIOSH Associate Director for the Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Offi ce and is currently the NIOSH Deputy Director for Program. During the deepwater horizon 
response Dr. Kitt functioned as the NIOSH operational lead for the event.

www.dyna-drill.com Power That Lasts™

Manufacturers of 
Drilling Motor Components

www.dyna-drill.com Power That LastsPower That Lasts™™

•  Mud Motor Power Sections  •  Coil Tubing Power Sections   
     (Sizes: 2 7/8” to 11 1/2”)              (Sizes: 1 11/16” to 3 3/4”) 

•  Matrix-3® Coated Bearings    •  Precision Machining   

®•  Reservoir Simulation

•  Enhanced Recovery

•  Geological Analysis

•  M&A Evaluations

•  Reservoir Engineering

•  Strategic Studies

•  Reserves Evaluation

•  Technology Applications

www.rpsgroup.com

Houston 
Gene Wiggins 281.448.6188
Dallas
Patrick H. Lowry 214.987.1042

THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR OIL  AND GAS ADVISORY SERVICES
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Young Professionals
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Well decommissioning operations can 
be challenging due to casing restrictions; 
nonstandard casing; lack of, or poor 
cementation; damaged casing; or when 
conventional mechanical packers can’t 
do the job. That’s when to call TAM.

Because TAM packers provide maximum 
flexibility, our experts can deploy at the 
site with a minimum number of tools 
to provide the maximum efficiency and 
safety for your operation.

www.tamintl.com/plug

When the situation is critical,
operators call TAM.

Hurricane Damage. 
Plug & Abandonment. 
Well Decommissioning.

Gulf of Mexico:

Gas migration. 
Plug & Abandonment. 

30+ wells in 45 days. 
That’s expertise. 

That’s efficiency.
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OFFICERS

Chair Mark Peavy Kinder Morgan 713-369-9149 mark_peavy@kindermorgan.com

Vice-Chair Skip Koshak Shell 832-337-2199 Skip.Koshak@shell.com

Secretary Mike Strathman Aspen Tech 281-584-4320 Mike.Strathman@aspentech.com

Treasurer Bill Davis Halliburton 281-871-4062 bill.davis@halliburton.com

Vice-Treasurer David Tumino Anadarko 832-636-7230 david.tumino@anadarko.com

Career Management David Flores Lucas Energy, Inc. 713-528-1881 david_p_flores@yahoo.com

Communications Kim Tran Hamilton Group 713-826-7492 kim.m.tran@gmail.com

Community Services Xuan Harris Consultant 832-444-5143 xuan.harris@gmail.com

Education Coordinator Rey Saludares Anadarko 832-636-4881 rey.saludares@anadarko.com

Membership Jeanne Perdue PetroComputing 281-568-2723 perduejm@comcast.net

Programs Mike Cooley MC Engineering, Inc 832-934-0868 cooleym6@gmail.com

Social Activities Scott McLean LeTourneau Technologies 832-782-6522 smclean@letourneautechnologies.com

Technology Transfer Russ Neuschaefer Schlumberger 281-285-1775 rneuschaefer@slb.com

DIRECTORS

2009-11 Director Ed Smalley NOV CTES 936-521-2222 ed.smalley@nov.com

2009-11 Director Rob Bruant BP 281-366-2157 Robert.Bruant@bp.com

2009-11 Director Paul Szatkowski DeGolyer & MacNaughton 713-273-8302 pszatkowski@demac.com

2010-12 Director Lucy King Kinder Morgan 713-369-9017 Lucy_King@kindermorgan.com

2010-12 Director Valerie Martone Anadarko 832-636-3196 valerie.martone@anadarko.com

2010-12 Director Steve Baumgartner Marathon Oil 713-296-3190 sbaumgartner@marathonoil.com

Past Chair Jane Moring ExxonMobil Production 832-233-4917 Jane_Moring@xtoenergy.com

Regional Director Sid Smith, Jr National Oilwell Varco 713-346-7398 sid.smith@nov.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Auxiliary Paulette Williams Spouse 281-897-0493 pegw16209@att.net

Awards Kim Tran Hamilton Group 713-826-7492 kim.m.tran@gmail.com

Continuing Education Melissa Myers NFR Energy 713-557-8154 melissaleighmyers@gmail.com

ESP Workshop Rafael Lastra Occidental Oil & Gas 713-350-4848 rafael_lastra@oxy.com

Golf Shawn Skobel Halliburton 281-988-2348 shawn.skobel@halliburton.com

Internships Rey Saludares Anadarko 832-636-4881 rey.saludares@anadarko.com

Magic Suitcase Sean K. O’Brien Chevron 832-854-3660 sean.obrien@chevron.com

Newsletter Kartik Ramachandran Petrobras 713-808-2306 kramachandran@petrobras-usa.com

Scholarship Gabrielle Guerre Ryder Scott 713-750-5491 gabrielle_guerre@ryderscott.com

Scholarship Deepak Gala Weatherford 281-260-1407 deepak.gala@weatherford.com

Sporting Clays Tim Riggs Drill Right Technology 713-201-4290 triggs@drillrighttechnology.com

Tennis Mike Breaux ConocoPhillips 832-486-2031 mike.breaux@conocophillips.com

Web Technology Subash Kannan Weatherford 832-201-4306 subash.kannan@weatherford.com

Young Professionals Andrea Hersey Momentive 832-854-4023 Andrea.Hersey@momentive.com

STUDY GROUP CHAIRS

Business Development Chris Atherton EnergyNet.com 713-861-1866 chris@energynet.com

Completions & Production Kevin Renfro Anadarko 832-636-8613 kevin.renfro@anadarko.com

Digital Energy Roger Hite Business-Fundamentals Group 713-784-2830 hite@business-fundamentals.com

Drilling Kevin Brady Verdande 832-358-1858 kevin@verdandetechnology.com

Drilling Waste Mgmt. OPEN

General Meeting Chris Reinsvold Decision Strategies 713-465-1110 creinsvold@decisionstrategies.com

HSE Trey Shaffer ERM 281-600-1016 trey.shaffer@erm.com

International Philippe Mitterrand Oil&Gas/Energy Consortium 832-524-6294 iimm@sbcglobal.net

Northside Don Dumas Core Lab 713-328-2210 don.dumas@corelab.com

Permian Basin Stephen Guillot Kinder Morgan 713-369-9105 stephen_guillot@kindermorgan.com

Petro-Tech Lilly Lee Southwestern Energy 281-618-2786 lilly_lee@swn.com

Projects, Facilities, Constr. Sally Jabaley Shell 281-544-5860 selma.jabaley@shell.com

Reservoir Kishor Pitta Oxy 281-646-9539 kishor_pitta@oxy.com

Westside Alex McCoy Occidental Oil & Gas 713-366-5653 alexander_mccoy@oxy.com
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� Design conventional &
   unconventional wells
  (MPD, UBD, Dual
   Gradient Drilling)
� Easy to use interface
� Land and offshore
� Vertical, deviated &
   horizontal wells
� HTHP applications
� Optimize pump rate for
   hole cleaning

FREE Test-Drive of Signa’s Hydraulics Simulator   

� Pump & choke 
   operation schedule
� Two-stage tripping
   design
� Surge/swab pressure
� Torque, drag &
   buckling calculation
� Well trajectory design
� Multi-well anti-collision
� Gas, mist, gasified
   liquid or mud

Try out ERDS (full version) for free. 
One-month license. Contact Dr. Shifeng “Jack” Tian,
Signa Engineering Corp., Houston, Texas, USA
(281) 774-1020, stian@signa.net
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